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in 1236, emphasize more strongly than the registers the
importance with which the observance of the law of celibacy
are not to be found in or even mentioned by any of the other chronicles or annals
of the period, nor does the annalist of Burton provide any further information.
The question instantly arises as to the authorship of these important and extensive
articles, which are to take into account not only the clergy but also the laity
throughout England.
If the information provided by the Burton annalist were indeed correct, that
these articles were sent to every diocese throughout England, they would seem to
emanate from the papal court. This explanation is, however, unsatisfactory, for
the subjects of inquiry are not such as would interest the papal court, and in no
way resemble the articles known to have been published by Papal Nuncios in the
year 1273 (Ann. Mon. (Worcester) iv. 463).
The information provided by the Burton annalist proving therefore to be in-
adequate, the problem may be approached from the standpoint of internal evidence.
The very marked resemblance between these Articles and those issued by Hugh
of Wells, Bishop of Lincoln, in 1230, the earliest known issue of such articles
(Concilia, i. 627) at once attracts attention. There can be little doubt that the
author of the Articles of 1253 had before him a copy of those of 1230. An ex-
planation which suggests itself is that M. Roger Weseham, Bishop of Coventry and
Lichfield, in which diocese the abbey of Burton was situated, drew up articles on the
model of those of his neighbour, the Bishop of Lincob, for use in his own diocese.
An objection to this hypothesis, however, lies in the fact that M. Roger Weseham
had issued Articles in the diocese of Lichfield and Coventry during the preceding
year (Ann. Mon. (Burton) i. 296), and these Articles, though apparently influenced by
the Lincoln ones, bear a far less striking resemblance to them than do those of 1253.
Another possible suggestion is that M. Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln,
was the author of the Articles which he drew up on the lines of those issued by
his predecessor. This explanation seems to be strengthened by the presence of
detailed questions in regard to the laity which are a peculiar feature of the Articles
of 1253 and recall the indignation expressed by Matthew Paris for the searching
inquiries made by Grosseteste into lay morals on his visitation in 1246 (C&ron.
Maj. iv. 579; also AngUa Sacra, ii. 347-8, *Propositio de Visitatione diocesis
suae'). Pegge, in his Life of Grosseteste, suggested that a set of Articles founded
on those of Hugh of Wells accompanied the letter to the archdeacons in 1236
(Epistolae, xxii), and that the Articles of M.Roger Weseham issued in 1252 were
founded on these. In that case the Articles of 1253 may have been yet another
issue of the Bishop of Lincoln.
One other possible explanation might be considered. There is no doubt that
the Articles were issued at least after the year 1252, for there is a reference to the
new law concerning procurations (see above, p. 157). Grosseteste died in the year
1253, a fact which tends to weaken the possibility that he was the author. On
the other hand, it is in this year that Archbishop Boniface made his great visitation
of Canterbury, Rochester, London, Norwich, Ely, and Lincoln (Ann. Mon,
(Burton) i. 313). The Burton annalist says that the Articles were issued in all
the dioceses of England. The archbishop might have obtained a copy of the
Articles that were issued from time to time in the diocese of Lincoln, for, in spite
of the cynical attitude of Matthew Paris, the Archbishop appears to have been
filled with an urgent and pressing desire for the reformation of the Church. Might
not these Articles have been sent before him to the archdeacons in order that they
might know what information to lay before the archbishop on his arrival in their
vicinity?
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